and, though everything had been done for her in the way of education, she did not know the letters of the alphabet, nor could she talk intelligently. A surgeon, who was consulted, gave as his opinion that the brain had ceased to develop, owing to the premature coalesence of the bones of the skull. He removed several small pieces of bones from the top of the head, and by thus relieving the pressure on the brain gave it room to expand. Within twentyfour hours of the operation its effects were seen. The child cried for its parents, took notice of everything, and within eight days could talk well and amuse herself intelligently. Within a month the man had recovered the full use of his arm, which also regained its normal size and appearance,, and he was soon able to follow his trade again.
Even to the heart itself has been applied the ordinary treatment of wounds. A patient was brought to a hospital, stabbed to the heart. The surgeon laid bare the heart, and finding the sight of the wound on the right side, calmly stiched it up. The heart beat most violently during this operation, but afterward quieted down and the patient recovered from what has usually been regarded as a fatal wound.
Though these performances sound marvelous to modern ears, the civilization of prehistoric times furnishes instances quite as remarkable. The operation of trephining ?the cutting out of a piece of the skull which has been crushed in and replacing it by a silver or gold plate? which is one of the most delicate known to modern surgery, was performed by the ancient Incas of Mexico and
